Ney
345
Ney
his charity; he relieved the hunger of suppliants who came to him by giving them rice cooked in fragrant ghee in the morning (Puram.379;9). Palyanai celkelu Kutjuvan was eulogised by the poet Palai Kautamanar as the victorious lord, in whose sacrifices to the Gods, ghee was poured as libation, and in whose kitchens, ghee was used plentifully to cook meat (Pati.21:13). The sensible cowherdess, instead of buying nuggets of gold in exchange for the price of the ghee sold by her, would get good milch-cows and she-buffaloes (Peru. 164). Toddy was distilled in every field, while under every tree a sheep was killed so that the houses in Maturai were boisterous with the noise of mutton being roasted in ghee (Matu.756). The bat had dark wing that looked as if a piece of skin had been soaked in ghee (Akam.744:l). The maid said: "May the servant who brought us news of our lord's well-being, get food with sauce of quail's meat cooked in ghee" (Kuru.389:l). The heroine after child-birth lay on her bed in her house, where white mustard mixed with gjiee was Strewn everywhere (Nar.370:3). The waves of the flooding river Vaikai, cast on the banks, pepper-vine, sandalwood and foam resembling blobs of curd when churned for making (Par. 16:3).
3. Emey (Oil)
PeniMamrar Kilar said to Pekan: "Lord of the Aviyars! The only gift I will cherish from you is for you to go to your wife so that her uncombed tresses without any oil, become bright again and with flowers adorning them" (Puram. 147:6). At midnight in the war-camp of the monarch, women armed with daggers, went round trimming the lamps and feeding oil to them from oil-cans (Mullai.^8). As the flowers of the red silk-cotton tree fell like
sparks from an oil-lamp, what was left of them on the branches looked like stars in the dawn-sky (Akam. 17:20).   Eventide came on, distressing to separated lovers, while women poured oil into lamps and lit them (Kuru.398:4).    In the wilderness, from every branch/mm which the bats flew unable to bear the colcf clew-drops fell like sparks fropi the wick of J*t oil-lamp (Nar.279:4).    The maid asked the hero: "My lady's distressed e^^shed tears like drops of oil let fall by the g/ick of a lamp; will it be possible for her to recover their flower- like beauty    after    you    return    from    abroad?" (Kali. 15:21).    Women, their hair well-combed after applying oil,  rode on elephants to the river Vaikai for bathing (Pari.TL2:13).
3; Ten pitivu (Honey)
People selling honey and tubers exchanged them for fish-fat and toddy (Poru.214). Bees hummed like y<2/-music from the garland of honeyed-flowers, though they were chased repeatedly by women (Pan. 11:24).
4.  Koluppu (Fat/grease)
In the sea-front slumbered the fishemien by the light of the shell-lamps fed with fish-fat, after they had piled up the fish they had caught from .the sei into heaps on the shore (Nar. 175:3). Storks stood like a line of infantry on the shore waiting to prey on fish with plump heads full of fat (Nar.291:2).
5.  Ve%ney (Butter)
Dawn in the hamlets was noisy with the sound of pots of curds being churned for butter, by cowhei$tsses (Nar.l5:3). The hero said to the heroineV "Your vil^e is within hearing distance of the sound of women churning curds for biitten Slav this afternoon with me in ther   maid: "Friend! Though our lord is in a far country,roine unable to hear the pain of separation from the hero said: "Oh, how can I bear this affliction, while my sad
